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Tothe Reader. 


Hriſtian Reader When the Grandces of [ſrae), in Y ; 
the Wilderneſſe, offered Tewells of Gold, and © 
Silver, and precious Stones, the meane ones 

brongts alſo, what they were able, evea little Goates 

Haire, to the Worke of the Lords Tabernacle, and 

their Offering was acceptable : And in the Goſpel, b when Mak, 

many rich men caſt much into the Treaſury, the poore Wid. 43: 

dow threw in tws Mites which make a Farthing end Chriſt 

Ieſus commended her So,if I alſo bring my poore Offering, 

thinke it not ſlrange ; For God, who knowes the Heart, ac- 

cepteth the CA for the Effett, and the Will for the 


Deed. 
Yours in Chriſt, 


A. 8. 
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THE BLESSEDNESSE 
OF THE SAINTS. 
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SY ciplcof glory into the hearts of _ 
9- the ſonnes of «Adam: eAlexander 
the Gzeat cſtcem's it agreat glo- 
ry to be called the Son of /upater : 


but the glory of the Saints is grea» 


-—n—< Od Almighty hath imprintedaprin- 


veh, Þ which are borne uot of bloud, blohn 1. 13. 
ny nor of the will of the fieſh, nor of the 
will of man, bnt of Ged. 1 heir birth is Royall, the Church 
3s the Kings daughter, P/a/m. 45.13. Soare their mindes 
Maſculine , their reſolves Heroicall. They follow their 
heavcnly Father ; he s moſt in their mindes to know him, 
moſt in their hearts ro love him; molt in their mouthes ro 
prayſe him, and moſt in their hands to imitate him. They Their deſire. 
aymeat the higheſt, theſe are their Metaphy fickes ; © and © Plal.39 7. 
now Lord; what wait we for? Our hope # 13 thee : 4 One d Pal. 27. 4. 
thing kave we defired of the Lord , that will we ſecke after , - 
that we may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the dayes of 
cer life, to behold the beautie of the Lord. and 10 enquire in 


by Temple, This is * Maries one thing,better than Mars © Luk, 10 42. 


thaes many things ; for it includeth all things, ſufficient for  _ 

furniture, for apply. f As Elkavah faid ro Hannah , Arms © © 53-1. 8. 

not [ better to thee than ten Sonnes ? So faith the Spirit of 

Comfort to the diſtreſſed Spirit, Am not I better to thee 

than ten''Worlds ? This ſapplyed /ob's wants, and gave 
A 3 : im 


ter, for ® they are the ſons of Jeho- 2x lohn 3.x. 
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him ſach content, that when he had loſt all, he gave glo- 
ry to God; 5 ALjtod came | out of my mothers wombe, and 
nehed 7 faall returne thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, , bleſſed be the name f the Lord, This is 
S*. eAnugnſtines originall good, Bonum a quo,et per quod on- 
»1a bona, W hen the glory of God is the ultimate end of 
Rom. 8, 2$. our affeRions, and the ayming point of our ations, ® then 
iPſl.25.10. all things works together. for cur good, Then 3 all the 

wayes of God are wercie and truth, and in all the mercies of 
k1Pet, 1.8: God doe we rejoyce K with joy wſpeakeable, and full of 

lory. 

This Joy (faith S*. Bernard) is Oſculums Chrifts, melins 
imppre ſſum quam expreſſum, The world enjoyeth no ſuch 
Joy, their mirth is but madnefle, their laughter ſuperfict- 
all,and rhe end of that murth i heavineſſe, Proverb. 14.13. 
Prometheus bis Eagle gripes the heart, and the ſecrer vul- 
} Pro, 15. 13+ ture of 3 woun'ed Conſcience 1 breaketh the fpirit. It is3 

depending, beholder Joy, begg'd of the world, like wind- 
miils, that cannor grinde, unleſſe rhe winde blow : So can- 
not Saul be merry without Maſicke , nor 4hah without 
XN_;boths vineyard : bur the children of God are of a bet- 
ter temper, a more Noble {traine. Although the Fig-rree 
ſhall not bloſſome, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines ; the La- 
bonr of the Olive ſhall faile, and the Fields ſhall yield no 
m:at. the Flockes ſhall be cur off from the fold , and there 
ſhall be no herds tn the ſtalls : yer we will rejoyce in the Lord, 
ard Toy in the God of our ſalvation, Hab.3.17,18. Though 
Plato baniſh all Minſtrells from the Common-wealth, yer 
m AR. 16, 25- the Servants of God can be cheerefull. ® Paul/and S:/45 
at midnight, taft in the Stockes, /ing pray/es unto God : ſo 
did the noble Army of Martyrs in thoſe CH arria» dayes ; 
andnow Phalarts Bull cannot dampe the heart of Gods Re- 
deemed 3: but 'as: noble Nehemiab the Tiwfpatha anſwered 
n Nehe, $.11 Shemaich, ®.Showld ſuch aman as I flee ? So ſay the Marti- 
all Champions of the Lord of Hoaſts. Shall the world dif- 
may us? Nay', bart let us rejoyce; for God is our Father, 
Chriſt cur Brother, the Spirit our Comforter, the Angels 


g lob rx. 22. 


The Ioy. 


our 


JF £47 UNS. J 


- our Servants, and after a periodicall moment, heaven our 
eternall inheritance. | | 
Theſe ſweeteſt thoughts elevate our immortall imma- Their medi- 
teriall fon!les above the ſphere of changeable mortalitie, all tation. 
<15lunarie Prerogatives, and Smoakie pleaſures, Mam- 
moniſts, and Mucke-wormes love to live in the theeviſh 
cave of Cacms, or the infernall den of Cerberms ; but ® the 9 Gen« 8. 4. 
Arke of Noah reſted npon the monntasxes of Ararat, and the 
Temple of God was built upon the Hill of Zo». Þ We are pCol. z.r. 
riſen with Chrift, and we {eeke thoſe things which are above, 
where ('brifl ſtteth on the right hand of God. Our conver 4 Phil. 3. 20, 
ſation 14 4n heaven, from whence alſo we looke for the Saviowr, 
the Lord Ieſns Chriſt. 

- Theground of rhe Saints expeRation , and matter of _ 
their medication is the eternali love of God;Ntronger than gjegeaneſle, 
the mountames of Braſfe, more conſtaat than the viciſſi> the love of 
tude of day and night,and interchargable courſe of Summer God. 
and W inter,ſweetzr than the deareſt love of a render hcar- 
ted mother to her ſweeteſt Babe than that of Arſinee to 
her fonnes , or the Pelicane to the young. The Lord lo- 
ved his Elect from everlaſting, and preferred them to 
the Apoſtate Angels : they fell, and Adam with all his 
pſteritie after them. God called them not, but Adams he 
cid , * Adam where art thou? f And when the fulneſſe of t Gen. 3.5. 
time was come, God ſent forth his Sonne made of a Woman, Gal. 4.4; 
made under the Law, to Redeeme them that were under the 
Lew. Ami, &c. Saith the Greeke Scholiaſt, like Eze- 
tels ſtray ſheepe, we went aſtray from him,feeking death 
in the errours of our lives : But Chriſt lefus ran a painefull 
and a 'bloudy way after us, through the bloud of Geth/e= 
axe, the blond of Cabbatha, and rhe'bloud of hb otha; 
and ſo he ovcrtooke us, and brought his poore loſt the | 
ef the houſe'df //racl "im. .0 to his heepe-Feld | 
of mercie. By the merits of his bloud are we juſtified, - 
by the power of his Spirit are we fanified, and*now t: Gal. 2, 20. 
we lrye, yer wot we , but Chriſt liverh ins, Unto this life 
of Blefledneſſe Chriithath called and called all — x 

| oneiy' 
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u Luk.4.253 onely his Sonnes. * Many Widdowes were 5n Iracl 5 the 


a6, 27. 


x Ia. 5.2. 
y Gen.6.8. 


dayes of Elias,when great famine was thorowomt all the Land, 
bat rnto none of them was Elias ſerit, ſave #nto a poore Wid- 
dow of Sarepta, a Citie of Sidon. And many Leapers were 
in [/racl in the time of El/izexs the Propher, but none of 
them was cleanſed, fave Naamean the Syrias. Though all 
the earth were barren, yet * God will fexce , and plant hi 
Utnejard. y God was gracious unto Noah, when he drow- 


z Cap. 19. 16. ned che Primitive World, and * unto Lot, when he burner 


Their lite. 


1 heir Peace. 


a Gen 31.23. 


Soaome and Gomorrah, 

In this love of God is the life of the Godly, the life of 
God, the l:fe of Grace, the life of Blifſe. Bleſſed are the 
Servants of God in their life, and bleſſed in their death. 
Pretions in the ſight of the Lord ts the death of hu Saints, 
Pſal. 116. 15. Their life is blefſed, yy with a plura- 
litie of Beatitudes , of Peace, Power, Practice, Patience, 
Plenty, and Perſeverance. 

Their Peace is precious ; fprcioſum nomen Pac , faith 
Hilarze , beautifal! is the name of Peace. There be foure 
ſpecies of Peace, Externall, Internall, Supernall, Erernall, 
the Peace of Afociation, Conlolation, Reconciliation, and 
Glorificarion: ' | 

God blcfſ:th his Saints with the civill Peace of Afﬀoct- 
ation : When a mans wayes pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even 
his enemies to be at Peace wuh him , Prov. 16. 7. * Labax 
meant nv P::ace, when he purſned after Juacob ſeven dayes 
journey , from Padan Aram even to Mount Gilead : but 


b zCor.13.11. Þche God of veace both meant, and made the Syr5an to be 


c Gen. 32.6. 


4 (1.9. 6. 


at Peace with his Saint. © E/ax intended no Peace, when he 
came a iwncivg pice with fore hundred men againſt his 
brother :; bur Chriſt 4 che Prince of Peace was the Peace 
maker, and ſothe Edomire was quier, | 

the Impuliive cauſe of this civill-peace of Afociation 1s 


r.5.20, that celei; fall Peace of Reconciliation, when © we are re- 


 conciltd ro God through the blond of Teſus Chriſt ; for he hath 


ma lemma be finne for us, who knew no ſinne, that we might 
be m4de the righteouſneſſe of God in him, Our iinnes are fully 
- PEAAT 0 PE Fg -purged 


ww 2 Rap Nw 


Of the Saints. 


—— ———_ — __ — 


pu 'ged, an freety rumicred by that onely one propttiatorie 
Sacrifice, which-onely by ir (elfe is acceptable unto the Fa- 
ther, This Rightcouſnefle is our elder Brothers raymenr, 
where-with the Sonues of God are cloathed , and 


when their heavenly Father leokes upon them, * He bee f Num, 23.4; 


heldeth not Iniquity in T1acob, neither ſceth he peryerſneſſe 
:: {[racll, : 

From this Supernall, flowes that Internall peace of 
God, which paſſech ail naturall underſtanding, Phsl. 4. 7. 
Thenare we at peace with our {elyes, our ſoules, when we 
are at peace with God, and not tiilthen, for the Conſci- 
cnce of man is Gods royall Vicegerent, very faithfullunto 
it's Foueraigne, The Almighty faith, Goe, and Conſcience 
gocch ; Come, and it commerth ; Purſue, and it purſtteth; 
Accule, and it accuſerth; Juſtifie, and it juſtifieth. As Ruth 


faid to Naomi, 3 Whither thox goeſt , I will goe, and where g Auth 2.15. 


thou lodgeſt, I will lodge : lo faith Conſcience to the inner, 
Nec ſmgere , nec fegare poterrs , faith the learned Lipfrns, 
As the wounded Deere runnzeth from thicket to thicker, 
changing the pl ce, but not the paine ; ſo doth the ſinner, 
Calum non animum mutat,c>c. Conſcience will grant him 
no peace, till Go\ be pacified; and then Conſcience pact- 
fieth, refrcſheth, and comforteth the whole man, 

This is a flrong Peace, neither Angels, nor Principali- 
ties, nor Powers, nor Height, nor Depth, nor Life, nor 
Death can take this Peace of God from us, For pacifica- 
tion, is a judiciall act, and all the praftike Arguments, and 
j wicia Lats of Conſcience are pregnant, and powerfall. 
Conſcience in this comfcrcable condition is like the Sea in 
an Halcyonian calme; no boyſterous blaſtes of Boreas 
troubles that trarquilitie : or like a paire of ſcales in «/E- 
quilibrio, 11 a con{tant counterpoiſe,where neither mounts 
up to the beame of profpcritie, nor falls downe to the bot- 
roine of adyerſirie, bur in all accidents, exigents, and chan- 
ges the minde enjoyes it ſ-[fe, which is heaven upon earth, 


a A Cluſter of Grapes from the brooke of Eſpcol, the firſt 1, Nuw. 13.24. 


fruits of that heavenly Canaan, which is aboye, which is 
B thac 
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bim ſach content, that when he had loſt all, he gave glo- 
ry t© God; 5 Afbed came | out of ny mothers wombe, and 
naked I faall returne thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord, This is 
S. eAuguſtines originall good, Bonum a quo,et per quod om- 
»ia bona, W hen the glory of God is the ultimate end of 


h Rom. 8, 2$. our affeRions, and the ayming point of our ations, ® then 


tPſl.25.10. all things works together. for cur good, 


| Then 3 all the 
wayes of God are wercie and truth, and in allthe mercics of 


k1Pet. 1.8: God doe we rejoyce & with joy wnſpeakeable, and full of 


The Ioy. 


} Pro. x5. 13- ture of 3 woun'e 


lory. 
: This Joy (faith S*. Berpgra) is Oſculum Chrifti, melins 
smgpre ſſum quam expre ed The world enjoyeth no ſuch 
Joy, their mirth is but madnefle, their laughter fuperfici- 
ail, and che end of that murth 3 heavineſſe, Proverb. 14.13. 
Prometheus bis Eagle gripes the heart, and the ſecrer vul- 
Conſcience 1 breaketh the fpirit. It is3 
depending, beholden Joy, begg'd of the world, like wind- 
mills, that cannot grinde, unlefſe rhe winde blow : Socan- 
not Saul be merry without Maſicke , nor 4hah without 
NXN.;boths vineyard : bur the children of God are of a bet- 
rer temper, a more Noble (traine. Although the Fig-rree 
ſhall not bloſſome, neither hall fruit be in the vines; the La- 
bonr of the Olive ſhall faile, and the Fields ſhall yield no 
me:at. the Flockes ſhall be cur off from the fold , and there 
ſhall be no herds in the ſtalls : yer we will rejoyce in the Lord, 
ard Toy in the God of our ſalvation, Hab.3.17,18. Though 
Plato baniſh all Minſtrells from the Common-wealth, yer 


m AR. 16, 25- the Servants of God can be cheerefull. ® Pax/and S:/4s 


at midnight, faſt in the Stockes, ſing pray/es wnto God : ſo 
did the noble Army of Martyrs in thoſe C3 arria» dayes ; 
andnow Phalaris Bull cannot dampe the heart of Gods Re- 
deemed i: but 'as: noble Nehermiab the Tir fhatha anſwered 


n Nehe, $.11 Shemaich, ®.Showld ſuch a man as I flee ? So ſay the Marti- 


al Champions.of the Lord of Hoaſts. Shall the world dif- 
may us? Nay”, bar let us rejoyce; for God is our Father, 
Chriſt our, Brother, the Spirit our Comforter, the Angels 

ities our 


JF FUL HRS. } 


our Servants, and after a periodicall moment, heaven our 
eternall inherirance. | | 
Theſe ſweeteſt thoughts elevare our immortall imma- Their medi- 

teriall ſon!es above the ſphere of changeable mortalirie, all tation. 
<15lunarie Prerogatives, and Smoakie pleaſures, Mam- 

moniſts, and Maucke-wormes love to live in the theeviſh 

cave of Carr, or the infernall den of Cerberms ; but * the © Gen B. 4. 
Arke of Noah refted npon the mountames of Ararat, and the 

Temple of Go4 was built upon the Hill of Zo». P We are pCol. z.r. 
riſen with Chrift, and we {eeke thoſe things which are above, ' 

where ('hvifl ſitteth on the right hand of God. YOar conver qPhil. 3. 20, 
ſation 1s in heaven, from whence alſo we looke for the Saviowr, 

the Lord lens Chriſt. 

- The ground of the Saints expeRation , and matter of 3 porn 
their medication is the eternali love of Godjſtronger than pjegedneile, 
the mountames of Braſſz, more conſtaat than the viciſli- the love of 
tude of day and night,and interchavgable courſe of Summer God. 
and W inter,ſweet:r than the deareſt love of a render hear- 
ted mother to her ſweeteſt Babe; than that of Arſinoe to 
her fonnes , or the Pelicane to the young. The Lord lo- 
ved his Elect from everlaſting, and preferred them ro 
the Apoſtate Angels : they fell, and Adam wirh all his 
p-ſteritie after them. God called them not, but Adam he 
cid , * Adam where art thou? f And when the fſulneſſe of r Gen. 3.5. 
time was come, God ſent forth his Soune made of a Woman, { Gal. 4,4; 
made ttnder the Law, to Redeeme them that were under the 
Lew. Anz NN &c. Saith the Greeke Scholiaſt , like Eze- 
tels ftray ſheepe, we went aſtray from him,feeking death 
in the errours of our lives : Bur Chriſt lefus ran a painefull 
and a 'bloudy way after us, through the bloud of Gerhſe= 
”ave, the blond of Cabbatha, and _- bloud of = otha; 
and ſo he ovcrrooke us, and brought his poore loſt the 
ef the houſe'df "ag. rwndwongs. ro to his heepefeld | 
of mercie. By the merits of his bloud are we juſtified, - 
by the power of his Spirit are we fanQified, and*now t Gal. 2, 20- 
we live; yer wot we , but Chriſt liverh- ins, Unto this life 
of Bleffedneſſe Chriithath called and called all —_— x 
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u Luk.4.259 onely his Sonnes. * Many Widdowes were in ]ſracl 5n the 
AG, 37. dayes of Eljas,when great famine was thor owomt all the Land, 
but unto none of them was Elias ſent, ſave unto a poore Wid- 
dow of Sarepta, a Citie of Sidon. And many Leapers were 
in //rael in the time of Elizews the Propher, but none of 
them was cleanſed, fave Naamen the Syriax. Though all 
x Tſa.5.2, theearth were barren, yet * God will fence , and plant hu 
y Gen.6.8. Uinejard. y God was gracious unto Noah,when he drow- 
z Cap. 19. 16. ned che Primitive World, and * unto Lot , when he burne 
7 3 Soaome and Gomorrah, 
Their lite, In this love of God is the life of the Godly, the life of 
God, the l:fe of Grace, the life of Bliffe. Biced are the 
Servants of God in their life, and bleſſed in their death. 
Pretions in the ſight of the Lord ss the death of his Saints, 
Pſal. 116. 15. Their life isblefled, » yy with a plura- 
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a Gen 31.23. his enemies to be at Peace wth him , Prov. 16, 7. * Labax 
meant nv P:ace, when he purſned after Jaacob ſeven dayes 
journey , from Padan Aram even to Mount Gilead : but 


'Y litie of Beatirudes , of Peace, Power, Practice, Patience, 
S: 1 Plenty, and Perſeverance. 
"S Their Peace. Their Peace is precious ; fpecsoſum nomen Pacs , faith 
- Hilarze , beautifull is the name of Peace. There be foure 
i LI +- ſpecies of Peace, Externall, Internall, Supernall, Erernall, 
0f 2Y the Peace of Afﬀociation, Conlolation, Reconciliation, and 
Ah þ 72 Glorifcarion. , 
Ine >| God blcfſ:th his Saints with the civill Peace of Aﬀoct- 
wy iy ation : When a mans wayes pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even 
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w; | f-; b zCor.13.11. Þche God of veace both meant, and made the Syria» to be 

# bc. 1 PNG! cGen. 32.6, atPeace with his Saint. ©E/a# intended no Peace, when he 

vo ks | came a iuncivg pice with fore hundred men againſt his 
I 4'(1.9.6. brother; bur Chriſt 4 the Prince of Peace was the Peace 


& 


=> 
S539 po SES. 


maker, and ſothe Edomite was quier, | 
the Impuliive cauſe of this civill- peace of Affociation is 


RE”; | 

fig "1 r.5.20, that celeiifall Peace of Reconciliation, when © we are re- 
#. 1  concilbd ro God through the blowd of Ieſis Chriſt ; for he bath 
of bh. mo 4 (6 17s to be finne for us, who knew no ſinne, that we mght 
143.4 be m4de the righteouſneſſe of God #n him, Our iinnes are fully 
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Of the Saints. 
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pu'ged, and freety runicred by that onely one propitiatorie 
Sacrifice, which-onely by tr felfe is acceptable unto the Fa- 
ther. This Righteouſncfle is our elder Brothers raymenr, 
where-with the Sonues of God are cloathed , and 


when their heavenly Father leokes upon them, * He bee f Num, 23.4; 


heldeth not Inigquity in T1acob, neither ſceth he perverſneſſe 
te l[raell, | 

From this Supernall, flowes that Internall peace of 
God, which paſſech ail naturall underſtanding, Phsl. 4. 7. 
Thenare we at peace with our ſelves, our ſoules, when we 
are at peace with God, and not tiilthen, for the Conſci- 
cnce of man is Gods royall Vicegerent, very faithfull unto 
it's Soueraigne. The Alinighty faith, Goe, and Conſcience 
goech ; Come, and it commerth ; Purſue, and it purſaeth; 
Accule, and it accuſeth; Juſtifie, and it juſtifieth. As K«th 


ſaid to Naomi, 8 Whither thow goeſt , [ will gee, and where g Ruth 2.15. 


thou lodgeſt, I will lodge : lo faith Conſcience to the ſinner, 
Nec fugere , nec fugare poterss , faith the learned Lips, 
&s the wounded Deere runneth from thicket to thicker, 
changing the pl ce, but not the paine ; ſo doth the ſinner, 
Calm non animum mutat,c>c, Conſcience will grant him 
no peace, till Go\ be pacifted ; and then Conſcience pact- 
fieth, refrcſheth, and comforterh the whole man. 

This is a flrong Peace , neither Angels, nor Principali- 
ties, nor Powers, nor Height, nor Depth, nor Life, nor 
Dcath can take this Peace of God from us. For pacifica- 
tion, is a judiciall at, and all the praftike Arguments, and 
j wicia las of Conſcience are pregnant, and powerfull, 
Conſcience in this comfcrcable condition is like the Seain 
an Halcyonian calme; no boyſterous blaſtes of Boreas 
troubles that tranquilitie : or like a paire of ſcales in e/£- 
quilibrio, mn 4 conſtant counterpoiſe,where neither mounts 
up to the beame of proſpcritie, nor falls downe to the bot- 
roine of adyerficie, bur jn all accidents, exigents, and chan- 
ges the minde enjoyes ir ſ{fe, which is heaven upon earth, 


a 4 cluſter of Grapes from the brooke of Eſpcol, the firſt 1, Num. 13.24. 


fruits of that heavenly Canaan, which is above, which is 
B that 
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The Bleſſedneſſe. 


that future Peace of Glorification , the fall fruition 
whereof ſhall abundantiy content us, when we ſhall be ſa- 

P(al.16, 11. fisfied with the Image of the Almi2hty, i Phen we ſhall be 
filled with the fulneſſe of Toy , which # 13 his preſence, and 
with thoſe pleaſures that are at hu right navd for ever- 
more. 

i heir power- By the meanes of Peace, the ſtrength and power of the 
Saints is great alſo. Zr is a mountaine, AL:gne fortiined[- 

« Plal.125.7,2. 2288, k which cannot be removed,bnut abideth for ever : fer the 
meuntaines are round about Ieruſalem , ſo the Lord is round 
about hu people, from henceforth , even for ever, The 
children of God are likea rocke in the Sea,the waves beat 
tpn it,the rocke ſtands unmovable,the waves are broken, 
2d beaten backe. The {urges of afflition bear upon the 

! 34ath.7.24. Saints, yet they ſtand, like! Muitthzws We m ms haul , 
which he built upon a racks. They are armed with the whole 
armour of God, Ephe. 6.11. Soarc they enabled to fizht 
the good fight,: 71 4 7. Ani laying aſide every weight, 
an1 the finne, which doth fo caſly beter them, they run? 
with paticnc? the race that is fet befor. ihem, Heb. 12.1. 
There Is Cert amen curſortum,and cheu reward che Crowne 
ef 1immortall glcr y, 

"T'ixe:- prafitce., Their practice is the way to that gl vious crowne, fiir 
&. Bernard, And for thiir Bicfledncle of prat.ce, and 
frajrs of pietie , they are likened ro a franfy! Palme rrer 
planted by the FLUVCLS of WArers , P/al.t. 3. an i-tO a greene 
Oltve-tree mthe hou/e of God 52,8, Inrhisgrear Work} 

Hic veniunt ſ6- eVEry countrey hath it's comodirie, [rata mir cbr, Ec. 

getec, illic feli- Ophir is ſtored with gold, Afoab wich ſhzepe, eArhcrs 

#5 uve, © with honey, Tyre with purp'e, &c. So in the lictle World 
man the Mapof the grear, the Sai:ity have their ſeveral ta- 

m Math.25. Jents ; ®-Unto one, C hrilt ie{us giveth five, «nd he tra 'eri1 
#>16,17- with the ſame, and maketh chem other five talents, An |! 
likewiſe he that reccjveth two, gaineth other two, The 

Saints dwellinZon, the Church of the Iivizg God, which 

15a mountaine, wagng plert: udimis, never barren through 

extreame heat, like Feſ#24z7,nor through intemoerar col, 
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like Caucaſus, but moyſtened with the dew” of heaven 
like Hermoa, fruirtull as mount Ephraim. * Steven ſullofanAQs.8,9, 
faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among 9 
the people, Neither the Libertines, nor the Cyrentans, 
nor the Alexandriavs , nor thoſe of C/1cia,, and of £Afiz 
were able to reſiſt the Wiſedome ani the Spirit by 
which fce ſpake. * Hee was Chriftes Proto-Martyr, , Wop. 7:79; 
and prayed for his Perſecuters. Pax! was a learned Gra- 60, ho 
duate of Tar/is, in Cilic5a, a profound Divine, a dain- 
tie Linguiſt, P a painefull Preacher , evxwpos, x; &xglgas, p2 Cor.rt.23 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; for he cauſed the Goſpel to &c. 
ſound from /1lyricuw, even round about to Hirraſalem. 
4 Apollos of Alexandria a» eloquent man,and mightie in the q AQ.18 2, 
Scriptures was fervent is the ſpirit , and ſpake , and tanght 35. 
diligently the things of the Lord, * Cornelis was Liberall, "mp 
\ Lydia Attentive, * Onefiphoruas Mercitull,and " Gains Hol- [Cap. : 5 _ 
pitall. * Let our light likewiſe [o ſhine before men, that they t2 Tim, 1.16. 
may ſee our good workes, and glorifie our Father which us in *%c. | 
heaven. u 3 Tohn, 6. 
The Saints obedience is two-fold, Aive, and Paſſive; © _— 
their Paſſive obedience is Patience. Patience hath two +1.;. pence 
ſpecics, Philoſophicall, and Theologicall. Philoſophicall is 
ambraticall, a ſhadow of Patience. Patienter ferexdnm 
gquicquid corrigere eft nefas, faith che Heathen, I muſt ſuffer 
ſorrow, becanſe I cannot ſhun the ſame: bur Theologicall 
is trne Patience ; Iam contented ro ſuffer, becauſe it is the 
will of God. Y*Apgr:, Tolle, Take my yoke willingly 
and chcerefully upon you. * Nea/ layed yet other ſeven Y 2th. 11.29, 
dayes, and yet other ſeven dayes, till thar hand of God, * ©2-8.39,:+ 
that had ſhat him up in the Arke,ſet him ar libertie. VW hen 
the Prophet //azah propheſied unto Hezeksah, of the Ba- 
bylonian captivitie , for ſhewing the Meſſengers of Bero- 
dach Baladan the ſonne of Baladas King of Babylon his 
treaſures, Hezekizah anſwered 1/asah with Patience, * Good 
is the Word of the Lord, which thou haff ſpoken, Patience is 
thewiſedome of the Saints ; for muttering and murmur- 
| B 2 ing 
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The Bleſſeaneſſe. 


ring againſt God are ſo many complements to entertaine 

and encreaſe the Crofle ; bur Patience is the ſhoulder of 

Grace, which God hath made to beare the burden of affli- 

b Num.13.30. ion. Patience is like ® thoſe two heartie Spies Caleb, and 

| Toſhea, who ſearched the Land of Promiſe : 1hough the 

Cities of the Amalckites , and of the Canaanites, were 

walled to the mildle region of the ayre, and there they 

faw the ſonnes of eAnak, and they were in their owne, 

and in the ſight of thole Gyanss like graſhoppers; yer Ca- 

[4 {eb tilled the people before Moſes, and faid, Let 5 goe up 

| at oxce, and poſſeſſe it, for we are well able ro overcome it, $0 

are all the children of Go. enabled rhrough Patience to 

beare their Povertie, their Sickeneſſ:, their Paines, &c. 

Rom. 8.37, © "Taprx per, We are more than Conqueronrs through him 
that loves ws, 

3Rom.9.4,59. Patience worketh expericnce : and experience hope, 

and hope maketh nor aſhamed. Carnall hope often con- 

founderh, bur-ſpirirnall never. There is more joy tn the 

hope, than in the enjoyment of terreſtricall tranfit..ries ; 

for ſuch hope promiſeth ſweeter content , than fruition 

can afford : yea the carnall heart many a time enjoyeth nor 

e Pro.10.28., his hope; and ſo fleſhly hope fruſtraterh. © Put rhe hope 

of the righreous ts gladueſſe. The ſweetneſle of enjoyment 
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Md: Their Plentic. farre ſurmounteth that of hope : So are the Saints rich 

53, both in hope, and enjoyment : for Chriff : their hope, 
WAY. io I Tim. 1.1. And Chiiſt is Lord Paramoont of heaven 
' RE” | FP(al.37-11. and earth, #{ath.28. 18. Ard he hath purchaſed for f che 
-Br-x {4 . peeke the nheritance of the earth, CMat.5.x. though chey 
£44 7 PLE | have not z# sxre, the poſſeſſion of it, yet have they 7:5 ad 
Fe þ 4 g Tit. 1.15, rem,atitle toit, 8 Reprobates are bur robbers, and Atheiſts 
LEN. +  ufurpers, The Saints ae contented with their ſhare ; for 
AF Ul Dan. x. 15. God bleſſeth their portion. Þ Nanel, Hananiah, Miſhae!, 
" : OWE. and eFz4r:a4 proſpered with pulſe and water”, and at thc 
q Ys £f end of ren dayes, rhetr countenances appeared fairer,and 
EIITAS 4 - . eter in flcch, than all rhe children, which did care Neb»- 
Cal's oy chadnexzar's royal dainties. God furniſheth his ſon1es 
| (If with ſufficiencie of ſubliuarie Mercies, and temporall Bleſ- 


ſings : 
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ſings : andall theſe to athankefull heart, are Pre/udia ad 

m4jora , preparatorie Preambles unto' greater plentie, and 

more precious riches. I, | 

i Their Internall gifts :re glorious, ſuch as Faith, Hope, iPal. 4s. r;3. 

and Charitic, &c, XK Faith is a ſhicld , wherewith the Godly |; Ephe.6.16. 
are able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And this 

is the vitory that overcommeth the World , eves ons 
faith, 1 TIohn 5. 4. Faith hath two affeRions , Evidence , 

and Adheret ce. When the redeemed of the Lord are re- 

freſhed with the Influence of grace , and comforted with 

the lively ſenſe of the Holy Ghoſt, then live they the lite 

of the faith of Evidence. But when God withdrawes : 

the ſenſe of his fpirit for a ſeaſon , as from David, P/al, 

$1.12. and caſts them downe into the depth of affliti- 

on, and of a wounded confcience, then doe they cleave 

co the Lord with the faich of Adherence, with !/ob,Thongh | Iob 15. 13. 
he ſlay me, yet will I traſt in hins ; as Pherecides the »Athe- 

21an ſtucke to kis ſhip ; when his hands were cut cft, then 

did he hold with his ceech. Fairh is the hand , and Hope 

the eye of the ſoule, which looketh up, and expecteth rhe 
performance of the Promiſe. W hen faith begins to faint, - 

and our Spirituall life, to languiſh , then Hope, which is 

fulcrum, ct altmeninn fidei, with a Spirituall & YTITA@p94 es 

feedeth faith, as the Storke doth it*'s dam. And theſe two 

exprefle their power in the works of Charitie : and theſe 

three demonſtrate their ſtrength in the Grace of Perſeye- 

rance. 

This is the Queene, and Crowne of all graccs, and ver- Their Per(s 

rues, faich S*. Anguſtize, Without this Garland of grace verance. 

we ſhall not be glorified. Remember Lots wife, Zrk.r7., 

32. She rooke great paines in the ſervice of God ; for ſhe 

went ſixe journeyes with ker Husband , from Ur of the 

Caldees to Haran, from Haran to Canaan,from Canaanto 

e£gypt, from e/£gypt to Canaan againe , fiom Canaanto 

Sodeme , and from Sodeme towards Zoar ; ® but then ſhe ma Gen.xg:26, - 
looked backe from behinde him; and ſo b:came a pillar of 
ſalt, God hath promiſed the Crowne to theſe that con- 
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tinue to the end, cIarh. 24.13. And therefore the Saints 


nloſh.10.1;. 


o 2 King.20. 
IT. 

p Pſal.19-5. 
qQE4e7. 
Their death. 


r Num.23.10. 


{Pro.14.32. 


e Gen.45.27. 


are neither like [o/#2's Sunne ® which ſtood ſtill upon: Gile- 
on, nor like Hezekiah's Sunne ® which went ren degrees 
backeward , but like Davids Sanne, P which i 25 2 Bride- 
groome comming out of his chamber, and rejoyceth as a ftlrong 
man torunarace. 4They goe from ſtrength, to flreagth, till 
every one of them appeare before God in Zion. 

The Saints are bleſſed alſo in their death; for, Fin's ope- 
74, et operant#,the end of a bleſſed life, an4ablefſed liver 
is a bleſſed death. * Balaam deſired to dye the death of the 
righteous, but that was impoſſible, becauſe he /ived not the 
life of the righteous, None can learne the Art of dying 
well, without the life of righteouſneſſe. eAnguſtns Ce- 
far wiſhed eyJereiar, a good death,but he knew not what 
it meant : onely the righteous are capable of it. * They 
have hope in their death. It is as welcome to them, as 7o- 
ſeph's wagons were to Taakob: as thoſe *ſerv'd to tranfport 
him, and his Familie to Ge/hen, from penurie to plentie; ſo 
by death the Redeemed paſſe from death to life, from this 
barren wildernefle, unte the Paradice of eternall plentie 
and pleaſure, that Arabia felix, which aboundeth with all 
felicitie, that Chia, which needeth no walls to ſeperare 
us from the Tartars. There is ſinus mares, et ſonuas matry, 
the haven of arrivall, and heaven of Joyfull Sabbath for 
all the Satuts for evermore, The Lord bleſfe us with a ble(- 
ſed arrivall at that Port,when all theſe ftormes of tribulati- 
ons are blowne over our heads, for Chriſt his immortall 
merits to whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt be 
all honour, and blifle, world without end. Amen. 
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